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THAT 
The bringing on Boards above, and Paying the Plank 
with Staff under a MiJPd - Lead- Sheathing, is 
Damageable, more Charge, and altogether Un- 


neceſſary ; Plainly prov'd from Experience aswell 
as Reaſon. _ SE 


INCE the Shipwrights ſee the Mild-Lead Sheathing is like to go on, and that 
they can impoſe upon Merchant-Owners no longer, they are willing to play at 
*mall-game, rather than ſtand out. They prevail with ſome to telieve it neceſ- 
fary to ſheath a Strake or two with Boards, to fend the Ship-ſfides from Boats 

and Lyters, which, they ſay, will rub off the Lead-ſheathing ; and having obtain'd that, 
they can make bold with a Strake or two more ; and, if ſuffer'd to go on, they'I1 
bring it down to the Keel in time. They have advanced very fair for't already, the 
Trumbal-Galley, a Ship between 3 and 400 Ton, bound for the Eaft-1ndies inthe Com- 
| pany's fervice, being this preſent Ofober 1697, ſheath'd with 14/Pd-Lead in Mr. Kir- 
by's Dock; had a Board-ſheathing (under this pretence ) brought down ſeven Poards 

on the Sides, and more before and aft upon the Bows and Buttocks, where no Boat or 
Lyter comes; above one third of the whole Sheathing. All which, upon due conſide- 
ration of what follows, will appear from Expcrience, Reaſon, and Common Senſe, to be 


wholly unneceſſary, 
| 2 : I. rom EXPERTENCE. 

None of thoſe Twetrity Ships of the Royal Navy that were ſheath'd with 241"d- 
Lead (all totally up above the Wales, as high as any Sheathing goes) had any ſuch 
Board-ſheathing at all, only ſome of them had a Sheet of Copper, or two-inch Plank, 
pail'd on in the Wake of the Anchor ; and if any ſuch Damage had happend from 
Boats or Lyters, we ſhould certainly have heard of it ; for thisObje&ion (as well as 
rubbing off by Cables, Hawſers, lying on Ground, ſmallneſs and ſhortneſs of the 
Nails, &c.) was made at the beginning, which with the reſt obſtruQed the Contract 
with the Navy-board, till upon Five Years Experience, on Ten Ships in that time 
ſheath'd with 24/4 Lead, (and that but of 2 /. or little more, to the foot, whereas 
this now us'd is full 3 1.) that Board found all theſe Objections prov'd: but Sur- 
miſes, which however not being capable of a Negative Anſwer, till Time ſhould 
try the Truth thereof, they forbore entring into a ContraR, till they had found upon 
ſufficient Proof and Experience all thoſe Objeftions were anſwer'd, and the Lead- 
ſheathing fully approv'd of by them ; as they declar'd in the Preamble of their Con- 
trad, which then they enter'd into with the 24;/Pd-Lead Company for 20 Years to come, 
that they might ſecure to the Crown the Benefit thereof at the terms agreed. And when 
Seven Years after this its Adverſaries, taking advantage of the Company's NegleQ and 
Differences amoneſt themſelves, had (by falſe Suggeſtions that this Sheathing did in 
an extraordinary manner eat the Rudder-Irons) prevall'd with that Navy-board to 
make a Report to the Lords of the Admiralty againſt it ; and now, when Twenty 
Ships were ſheath d therewith, they never had the Confidence to mention any of the 
'Old Obje&ions, (which they knew would be falſified, the Sheathings themſelves, or 
good Evidence, being eaſie to have recourſe to) and which certainly they would have 
done, . if there had been any thing material, of what kind ſoever, to be objeCted 
againſt it, beſides this New Whim of eating the Rudder-Irons, nothing elſe but 
barely that being complain'd of, or ſo much as mention'd in that Report, which dif- 
cover'd no great Good-will that Board themſelves had at that time for the Lead- 
ſheathing, what Right ſoever they had formerly done it upon their Contract. And 
this of the Ironwork having been prov'd falſe and ridiculous, it would be very hard 
*f its Fnemies ſhould be permitted to revive the old ObjeQions again; this were to 
dance in a Circle, which would never end. Ko 


JI. Fro: REASON. 

1. If this ſuggeſted rubbing off by Boats and Lyters were true, the Damage can- 
not be conſiderable, and the Danger nothing, whereas the Wood-ſhexthing Is at leaſt 
the ſame it was before, worſe, and abundantly dearer ; as has been ſhewn elſewhere. 


2. No 


At 4a 
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2. No Boat or Lyter can come at it under Water ; ard for the Grnnel or upper 
parts, that may bang or rub againlt the Ship-fides, it muſt be above Water when- 
e*er it happens, and then it muſt be ſeen, and when ſeen, it may be preſently men- 
ded, Lead and Nails being alwales ready on board for that purpoſe, which however 
perhaps may be prevented with commen Care, uſval in other caſes, by Fenders of 
Juncks, Wooden Rollers, or the like; hung over the Ship fides in Harbour. 

3. Reaſon would that they ſhould rather fheath below with Boards, where the rub- 
bing off (they talk of ) by Cables, Hawſers, and lying on Ground, is more dangerous 
and out of ſight : But if that Fear be conquer'd, as Lead-ſbcathing the Bottom owns, 
methinks there ſhould be no Difficulty of admitting it above, where the Worm eats 
moſt, (as is known it does berween the Load and Ligi-twater-line) and the Zead- 
ſheathing ſo certain a Security againſt it, which the Boards are not, bat ſerve for a 
Feaſt only, to entertain the Worm a Voyage or two: And if the Lead-ſheathing 
ſhould rub off in ſoine places, (which 15 not fo eaſily done as ſome fancy) *tis with 
little Charge eaſily mended, as is ſaid, and the Sheathing ſtill as good as at firſt 
bringing on, | . | on 

Againſt There is one thing more which the Shipwrjzhts would fain retain, as being ſome 

paying the profit to them, and damage to the Lead<ſheathing, which Is paying the Plank with 

Sides, Stuff ander the Lead-ſrearhing, as they have ulcd to do under their Food-ſheathing. 
This alfo by ſufficient Expertexce appears to be alrogether unneceſſary and inconve- 
nient, beſides the Charge thereof to the Owners ; as follows. EE 

1/7. It was by the Inventers of the 27:14. Lead-ſheathing propoſed at firſt, and after- 
wards praiſed upon all thoſe 20 Ships that were formerly Sheattd therewith, that _ 4 
the Ship-ſides ſhould be well Brim'd and the Seams wel] Caulk'd with a Thread of 

tes Ac ”, .; Spun-Yarn, or Hair, laid in to fill up the Seams even with the Plank, the Bolt- | 
ot Sim hore tht heads, Braces, or Other Iron-work to be parcel”d, and over all to bring on the {F 
+ lor  2Lead, without paying with any Stuff, how thin ſoever, which leaves ar unevenneſs in | 


; 


Sercho (6, <6 the Lead, by the Hammer's preſſing the ſoft -Body that lies between, in driving 


*%—2-4Z.Y 43 the Nails home ; as is viſible npon all thoſe Ships that have lately been SheatWd | 
Sond S254, With Lead, and is always complained of by them, but the Cavſe and dagennt< | 

of bf; 5h 2 « Remedy never hearkned to, upon the Shjpwright's pretence, that this paying. with | | 
Y4/ repay <4:,aStuff is abſolutely neceſſary to preſerve the Plank. k 4 
$ che Jo {;; * ly. Now if it has been found by Experience, that the Plank, after hardning, by wa 


OE $0229 &% aoBriming at firft. when Zead-ſhearhings were brought on, have continued firm and. 
Ld a «2< ſound under thoſe Sheathings for Seven, Eight, Ten, or Twelves Years together, 
| wells, 4 & <{//niithont any cauſe of Complaint, which muſt have appeared at their Strippings, and. 
2 cloxg; been Complained of by its ative Enemies, if any Damage had- come to the Plank. 
| ' by this omiſſion of paying, of which no Complaint was ever heard, nor ever obje&- 
ed at firſt among their other ſarmiſes, which probably they forgot then, but would 
have been fore to have remembred if they had found any ſuch thing upon Strip- 
ping any Ship afterwards : But the contrary thereof was then very remarkable, that 
their Plank was found to be as ſmooth and found under their Lead-ſheathings (In par= 
ticular the Dreadnought's, which had been on'near Twelve Years) as at firſt doing. 
This muſt certainly convince any unprejudicd Perfon, that this paying of the 
Plank under a Lead-ſheatbing is alſo altogether unneceſſary as well as inconvenient and. 
chargeable, and conſequently they will lay it afidefor the future. - = 
| There 1s one thing lately obje&ed that was never heard of before, »:z. That the 
Mild Lead is of a drying natore, which lying upon a Seam above Water, drys$ 
and ſhrinks the Oakam, whereas the ſame being covered with a parcelling of Canvas, 
preſerves the Oakam moiſt, and makes it laſt minch longer, without new Caulking. 
And it may be true, though this proceeds from no frying quality in the Lead, more 
than if the Seam were covered with Copper, Tin, or any other Metal, which be- 
Ing expoſed to the Sun and Air, will Jobrick be diyer upon any thing 'tis laid 
than Canvas {of in Stuff, till it be dryed and the Vertue of the Pitch exhauſted 
which may ſtill be laid upon ſuch Seams, and if they ſee cauſe, may bring a piece of 
Sheathing-Lead over it, which muſt ſtift preſerve it longer. A quite conttary Quas 
I.ty was once objedted againſt the 24/Pd-Lead, when it was imployed in the Navy, 
to Iyne the Bread-Rooms, that they had diſcovered fach dampneſs. and moiſture 
therein, that did corrupt and ſpoil the Biſquet, upon which it was diſcontinued, } 
though *tis known: nothing preſerves things better ; And ſeveral Purſers Certificates 
were produced, that their Biſquet was preſerved mach better and longer when 
their Bread-Rooms were lined with Lead than before,. as has been ſhewn already. 


__ | THO. HALE. 
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RI This Paper, with ſome others, aud the Book alſo about the Mild Lead for a! purpoſes, 
may be bad at Mr. Nelme's, a Bookſeller over againſt the Royal Exchange, ami 
at Mr. Baſet's by Temple-bar. | 


